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DOVER TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the PLANNING COMMITTEE held at the Council Offices, Maison
Dieu House, Biggin Street, Dover, on Monday, 13t OCTOBER 2025 at 6 p.m.

PRESENT

Councillor Bird - Councillor Verrill (Chair)
Councillor Calder Councillor Sawbridge
Councillor Dawes Councillor Wantstall

Councillor Kember

Graham Margery Dover Society

109.

110.

111.

112,

113.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Councillor's Brivio & Cowan due to personal
commitments and Councillors Collor, Lamoon & Shread due‘ to ill health

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors present made no declarations of disclosable pecuniary and/or other interests
as required by law.

DOVER SOCIETY

Councillors noted a verbal update from the Dover Society regarding its participation in
the Planning Committee

MINUTES

Councillors noted the approved the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee
held on the 1st of September 2025 minute number 99 at the Town Council Meeting
held 29th September 2025.

DETERMINED PLANNING CONSENTS

The Committee noted the decisions of Dover District Council on the following
planning applications:

25/00797  Basement Flat, 4 De Burgh Hill, Dover, CT17  Granted Support
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24/01095

24/01100

24/01101

25,/00902
25,/00818
25,/00900

25/00071
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Dover Marina, Hotel And Spa, Waterloo Granted Support
Crescent, Dover, Kent, CT17 9BP

Dover Marina, Hotel And Spa, Waterloo, Granted Support
Crescent, Dover, Kent, CT17 9BP

Dover Marina, Hotel And Spa, Waterloo Granted Support
Crescent, Dover, CT17 9BP

12 Astor Avenue, Dover, Kent, CT17 0AR Granted Object
66 Noahs Ark Road, Dover, Kent, CT17 ONL. ~ Granted Support
81B Crabble Hill, Dover, Kent, CT17 ORZ Granted Support

Corner of Woolcomber and Townwall Street ~ Granted Object

APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING CONSENT

The Committee considered applications for planning consent passed to the Town
Council for consultation purposes.

RESOLVED:

Application No:

That the following views be made to the Dover District Council in
relation to the applications now considered:

25.00072

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Display of 4 freestanding digital screens, 1 double sided banner unit
and 37 Department of Transport signs

Land At the Corner of Townwall Street and Woolcomber Street

Dover

Object. The proposed signage and digital screens are not in keeping
with the historic character of the area, particularly given the site’s
immediate proximity to a Scheduled Monument and the wider heritage
context surrounding Dover Castle. The visual intrusion of multiple
illuminated and digital elements would detract from the town’s historic
environment. Concerns have been raised by DDC’s ecologist regarding
the potential impact of light pollution on bat populations in the Dover
Castle area. The proposed digital signage and illuminated units will
increase artificial light levels, disrupt nocturnal wildlife and undermine
the objectives of local biodiversity protection.

25.00537

Proposal:

Comment:

Change of use of fast-food takeaway to beauty salon and conversion
of self-contained flats to hotel, to include 3 storey rear extension,
erection of dormer windows and rooflights (existing garage to be
demolished).

9A And 9B Park Place Dover CT16 1DF

Object. The proposed development would have a detrimental impact
on the character and appearance of the Dour Street Conservation
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Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Proposal:

36

Area. The scale, form, and design of the proposed alterations are not
sympathetic to the historic fabric of the area and would erode its
architectural integrity. The DDC Heritage Officer provided a
comprehensive and detailed assessment of the proposal, which
clearly identifies the adverse effects this development would have on
the conservation area and the importance of preserving its historic
setting.

25.00844

Joist repairs, structural opening formed between basement level
rooms with the insertion of bi folding doors and steel frame structural
works. Remove existing and insert new basement floor.

3 Athol Terrace Dover Kent CT16 1LT

Support

25.00962

Change of use to mixed use (F1/F2)

3 Poulton Close Dover CT17 OHL

Support.

25.00979

Erection of a two-storey link extension with associated alterations
(existing single storey link extension to be demolished)

Megger Limited Archcliffe Road Dover CT17 9EN

Support.

25.00992

Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning permission
23/00990 for "Change of use to cafe/bar (sui generis) with alterations
to fenestration" to allow the repositioning of the flue

84 - 86 London Road Dover CT17 0SH

Support.

25.00995

Erection of a single storey rear extension and extension to existing
front porch and addition of pitched roof (retrospective)

35 The Linces Dover CT16 2BQ

Object. on the grounds of loss of privacy and overlooking of the
neighbouring property. As highlighted in the neighbouring resident’s
objection, the French doors incorporated into the extension directly
overlook the adjoining property, resulting in an unacceptable impact
on residential amenity. The design fails to provide adequate privacy
screening or consideration for neighbouring occupiers.

25.01058

Conversion of existing building from 3 apartments to 5 apartments
134 - 135 Snargate Street Dover Kent CT17 9DA

Object. Taking into consideration the Environmental Health Officer’s
observations, which highlight significant concerns regarding the
adequacy of the proposed accommodation, the issues raised indicate
that the conversion would not meet acceptable standards for living
conditions and would result in substandard housing provision. Fully
support the Environmental Health Officer’s comments and urge
Dover District Council to ensure these concerns are fully addressed
before any approval is considered.

25.01062

Replace existing windows/doors/conservatory to PVCu double
glazed

1 -2 5t Alphege Road Dover CT16 2PU
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Comment:
Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:
Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:
Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

37

Support

25.01064

Sycamores (T1, T2, T4, T5, T8, T9 and T12) pollard to previous
pollarding points; Ash (T3 and T6) pollard to previous pollarding
points; triple Stem Sycamore and two Sycamores (T7) reduce by 40%
into a pollard; multi stemmed Ash (T10) coppice at 1 metre in height;
Ash (T11) reduce by 8 metres to create a pollard, all the subject of
Tree Preservation Order No 9 of 1988.

Christchurch Court Folkestone Road Dover CT17 9RZ

Support

25.01068

Change of use of ground floor to pub (pool & darts venue) (Sui
Generis)

26 Market Square Dover CT16 ING

Support

25.01088

Conversion of 1 flat into 2 flats

Ground Floor Flat 12 Harold Street Dover CT16 1SF

Object. On the grounds of cumulative impact and piecemeal
development. A previous application was approved earlier this year
for the basement of the same property, and this subsequent
application will cause cumulative impact on the residential amenity
of the neighbourhood. Submitting separate applications floor by
floor is designed to mislead, preventing a full and transparent
assessment of the overall impact on the property, neighbouring
amenity, parking, and local infrastructure. The doubling of
households over the two floors, all 4 relying on one small driveway
for off-street parking & without additional waste storage etc. will
have a detrimental impact on the street.

LATE PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

25.01082
Part change of use of ground floor retail shop to 2 studio flats

72 - 74 Biggin Street Dover CT16 1BB

Object. The proposed studio flats would provide wholly inadequate
living conditions. The exit/entrances are via a commercial loading
bay; this is unsuitable and unsafe for residential use. Each flat has
only one window, facing towards industrial waste bins, offering very
limited daylight and an unacceptable outlook for future occupants.
The shower rooms appear to have no means of natural or mechanical
ventilation, potentially leading to condensation, damp & mould.
failing to meet basic health and building standards. The scheme
would result in two proposed retail units receiving deliveries within
a pedestrianised high street, compromising pedestrians’ safety and
leading to disregard for vehicular access restrictions. Overall, the
proposal represents overdevelopment of an unsuitable site and
would lead to substandard living accommodation in an unapproved
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118.

Application No:
Proposal:

Comment:

LICENSING

38

location.

25.01101

Certificate of lawfulness (existing) for the installation of a manhole on
site to implement planning consent DOV /20/01014 (erection of a
three-storey building incorporating 12 no. flats and associated
parking)

Land To The Rear Of Former Magistrates Court Pencester Road
Dover

Strongly object. note that the applicant has previously submitted a
similar Certificate of Lawfulness application (ref. 22/00892) relating
to the same development site and planning permission
(DOV/20/01014, granted in 2020). Despite this, no substantive
progress or visible development has taken place on the land since the
original approval. There is concern that the repeated submission of
certificate applications represents an attempt to artificially maintain
the validity of the 2020 planning permission, rather than evidence of
genuine implementation of the approved scheme. We request that
Dover District Council carefully examines:

Whether the installation of the manhole was undertaken prior to the
expiry of the 2020 permission.

Whether the works constitute a material operation directly linked to
the approved development as defined under Section 56(4) of the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990; and

Whether the extent of works carried out is sufficient to lawfully
implement the permission.

In the absence of clear and verifiable evidence demonstrating lawful
commencement within the relevant timeframe, the Town Council
considers that a Certificate of Lawfulness should not be granted.
The repeated use of such applications without meaningful progress
on site undermines the principle of time-limited planning
permissions and could set an undesirable precedent for other stalled
developments within the district.

Committee considered the grant of Premises Licence to enable the provision of hot food
and drink 23:00 to 00:00 Friday & Saturday 21 High Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1EB

RESOLVED: That the council object to the grant of Premises Licence to enable the
provision of hot food and drink 23:00 to 00:00 Friday & Saturday 21 High
Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1EB there is not enough information to enable a
proper assessment of the potential impact on the local area.

PLANNING ENFORCEMENT

Committee noted Clerk to committee’s report regarding planning enforcement update

CONSULTATIONS

Chaiy/

LY




119.

39

Committee noted Dover District Councils Consultation on future Design Codes.
Residents are invited to complete the survey (closing date: 9 November 2025):
www.doverdistrict.gov.uk/desiencodesurvey

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting to be held on 10t November 2025.
The meeting closed at 7.15 p.m.

Councillor P Verrill
CHAIR

Chair




