DOVER TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the PLANNING COMMITTEE held at the Council Offices, Maison Dieu
House, Biggin Street, Dover, on Tuesday, 27th May 2025 at 6 p.m.

PRESENT
Councillor Bedi Councillor Jones (until agenda item 2)
Councillor Biggs (Town Mayor) Councillor Kember
Councillor Bird Councillor Lamoon
Councillor Brivio Councillor Sawbridge
Councillor Calder Councillor Shread
Councillor Collor Councillor Verrill
Councillor Cowan Councillor Mrs Wanstall
Councillor Dawes Councillor Wanstall

Councillor Calder took the chair until the end of Agenda item 1.

15.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN

The Committee considered the election of the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee  for
the 2025/26 Municipal Year.

Councillor Brivio  proposed, and Councillor Dawes  seconded a nomination for
Councillor Verrill as Chair of the Committee for the 2025/26 Municipal Year.

Councillor Wanstall proposed, and Councillor Sawbridge seconded a nomination for
Councillor as Calder Chair of the Committee for the 2024/25 Municipal Year.

Councillor Biggs proposed and Councillor Brivio seconded a nomination for Councillor
Dawes as Vice-Chair of the Committee for the 2025/26 Municipal Year.

Councillor Wanstall proposed, and Councillor Sawbridge seconded a nomination for
Councillor Calder as Vice-Chair of the Committee for the 2025/26 Municipal Year. When
put to the vote it was in favour.

RESOLVED: That Councillor Verrill be appointed Chair and Councillor Dawes be
appointed Vice-Chair of the Committee for the 2025/26 Municipal Year.

Councillor Verill took the chair and gave vote of thanks to Councillor Calder for the past 2 years of
Chairing the planning committee
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Councillor Jones left the meeting

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received from Graham Marchary (Dover Society) due to personal commitments

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors present made no declarations of disclosable pecuniary and/or other interests as
required by law.

MINUTES

The Committee noted the approved minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held
on 28th April 2025 as resolved in Minute No. 10 at the Town Council Meeting held 14th May
2025

DETERMINED PLANNING CONSENTS

The Committee noted the decisions of Dover District Council on the following planning
applications:

Application ~Address Decision Town Council
No: Decision
25/00168 19 Minerva, Avenue, Dover, CT16 2PF Refused  Object
25/00291  18-19 Market Square, Dover, CT16 1NX Granted  Object
24/00590  The Yard, 2 Poulon Close, Dover, CT17 0HL Granted  Support
25/00250 1 Archcliffe fort Archcliffe Road Dover, CT17 Granted  Support
9EL
25/00249 2 Farthingloe Cottages, Folkestone Rd, Dover Granted  Support
CT157AA

APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING CONSENT

The Committee considered applications for planning consent passed to the Town Council
for consultation purposes.

RESOLVED:  That the following observations be passed to the Dover District Council in
relation to the applications now considered:

Application No:  25/00467

Proposal: Change of use and conversion to 7 self-contained apartments
33 And 35 Castle Street Dover CT16 1PT

Comment: Support.

Application No:  25/00490

Proposal: Change of Use from 'Suis Generis' to book shop (Class E) (part
retrospective)
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Comment:
Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:
Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:
Proposal:

Comment;

Application No:
Proposal:

3 Ladywell Dover CT16 1DQ

Support.

25/00498

Works to facilitate conversion of existing veterinary practice to 7-self-
contained units. Removal of existing & erection of new partitions;
blocking of existing & creation of new openings through party walls;
Remove 2no staircases between lower ground and ground floor.
Remove 1no staircase between ground and first floor. Remove 2no
staircases between second and third floor level and introduction of new
staircases to access the third floor in new locations. External works
include Front elevation replace 2no lower ground floor entrance doors
with windows. Form 2no stair under croft entrance doors. Rear
elevation Infill 2no rear elevation windows. Insert 2no rooflights.
Proposed 2 storey rear extensions (existing rear addition demolished).
33 And 35 Castle Street Dover CT16 1PT

Object. The application refers to the creation of “7 self-contained units”
but does not clearly describe the intended occupancy or tenure. The
repeated use of the term “units” raises concern that this property may be
converted into a House in Multiple Occupation (HMO). Castle Street and
its immediate surroundings already have a high concentration of HMOs,
and further intensification would be inconsistent with Policy DM1 of the
Dover District Local Plan, which seeks to ensure a balanced housing mix
and preserve residential amenity. We have significant concerns that
works at the above address have already commenced despite this
application being only for listed building consent and not for full
planning permission. Painting works have begun on the external
elevations without visible evidence of planning consent being granted
which appears inconsistent with the heritage palette traditionally
required for such buildings. Castle Street is a street of considerable
historical and architectural significance within Dover. The buildings at 33
and 35 Castle Street are listed and fall within the town's designated
Conservation Area. Any alterations — especially to the external facade —
must be in keeping with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
and we see no evidence of this.

25/00503

Change of use of storage building to two dwellings

35 High Street Dover CT16 1EB

Support. in principle, as it brings a vacant building back into use and
contributes positively to town centre regeneration and housing supply.
We note that building materials have recently been delivered to the

site. This raise concerns that works may have commenced prior to
formal planning approval. We would ask the planning authority to
clarify whether this application is retrospective and, if so, ensure that
all necessary enforcement and compliance checks are undertaken. We
would also strongly request that compliance with Kent Fire and
Rescue's recommendations is included as a condition of consent.
25/00506

Insertion of window to side elevation

Basement Flat 93 Maison Dieu Road Dover CT16 1RU

Support

25/00562
Insertion of ground and first floor openings
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21.

22,

23.

Comment:

7
17 Biggin Street Dover CT16 1BH
Neutral. We believe it is important that any alterations to this building,
which lies within a prominent and historically sensitive area of Dover,
remain in keeping with the established architectural character of the
street and wider Conservation Area. However, we would support the
application if the recommendation made by the Conservation Officer
regarding the approved shopfront design be included in the
application.

LATE PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

Application No:

Proposal:

Comment:

LICENSING

25/00493

Insertion of external door to rear elevation

Dover Marina Hotel And Spa Waterloo Crescent Dover CT17 9BP
Support

25/00494

Insertion of new internal door opening and alteration of existing,
replacing door. Replace rear elevation ground floor window inserting
external door access with portico surround, insert step access and part
remove railings and plinth.

Dover Marina Hotel And Spa Waterloo Crescent Dover CT17 9BP
Support

25/00477

Erection of a single storey rear extension, insertion of rooflights and
external repairs (existing rear extension to be demolished)

36 East Cliff Dover CT16 1LS

Neutral. In principle, council have no objection to the proposed
development. However, we note the inclusion of rooflights in the
design and note that Peregrine falcons have been known to nest along
the cliff face,

25/00585

Display of 1 internally illuminated fascia sign

45 - 46 Biggin Street Dover CT16 1DB

Support

Committee noted that there are no licensing applications

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on 30t June 2025 at 6 p.m.

The meeting closed at 6.50p.m.

Councillor Verrill
CHAIR
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